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EDITORIAL. 


In view of the serious limitations in the supplies of paper 
and paper-making materials, we are appearing this month 
without our usual jacket, but hope that for the present, at 
any rate, no further alteration will become necessary. The 
strain on the world’s shipping is very heavy, not only on 
account of merchant vessels destroyed and enemy’s steamers 
laid up or interned, but also because the needs of the Govern- 
ment of transport for men, munitions and supplies of all 
sorts, is far greater than ever before during the War; and should 
it be much prolonged, we may expect to find further limitations 
in our luxuries and comforts, that will bring home still more 
forcibly how largely dependent we have become on the “ path- 
way of the seas”’ for our very existence. Meantime we are 
also suffering from the control that Germany during the last 
fifty years has practically gained over many articles of commerce 
necessary to us, which, had there been a closer co-operation 
between our science workers and manufacturers need never 


have occurred. 
* * 


In the forefront of national matters, which even in war 
time have an appeal to those who care for ‘‘ sweetness and 
light ” in England, has been the astounding decision of the 
Government to close various national museums on the score 
of economy. The arguments against this enormity—for 
those who care for education cannot call it less—have not 
really been met by any reasonable official explanation or 
excuse, and competent dispassionate authorities have shown 
the ‘‘economy” to be ridiculously trivial. For librarians 
the comforting fact emerges that even the short-sighted 
lawyers who govern England, and who see no value whatever 
in science or art from the economic standpoint, have not 
dared to close the library of the British Museum. Libraries, 
it is recognized, are as indispensable as ever. One cannot 
help feeling much regret, however, at the extent to which 
the museum closing has been carried out at a time when 
we are fighting an enemy whose strength depends so largely 
on his scientific knowledge. England prepares to meet 
Germany by closing one of the best sources of scientific know- 
ledge. It is, we repeat, astounding. 
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Early in December died Charles F. Newcombe, the 
librarian of the North Camberwell Library, at the age of forty- 
nine, and with his passing we lose a librarian whose frail body 
held one of the most beautiful spirits we have known. We 
detract little from his value when we say that he was not 
an administrative genius ; he was something perhaps rarer, 
a pioneer in a humble way of the humanities in a district 
which could not have been inspiring to him. We have visited 
h'm in his rooms at Champion Hill, where he was surrounded 
by his books and by mementoes of Italy and other lands he 
had visited, and we have heard him frequently at Library 
Association meetings, where his theme was usually the spiritual 
aspect—in the broadest sense—of the question at issue. He 
had a fine taste in poetry, and wrote verse himself, and his 
prose papers on Henry Bradshaw, Francis Thompson, and 
similar subjects have a quiet beauty which we can ill spare 
from the Association. 


Our L.A.A. friends, or at any rate their editorial repre- 
sentatives, are too sensitive. At the January meeting of the 
Library Association the minutes were read (as they very 
properly should be) by Mr. Benson Thorne, the Secretary of 
the Joint Programme Committee. Mr. Pacy, the Acting 
Honorary Secretary of the L.A. was present, and, in the 
discussion, Dr. Baker twitted Aim for not reading the minutes. 
This enormity on the Doctor’s part is gravely rebuked by 
the editor of the Library Assistant, under the heading “ Pro- 
fessional Etiquette."" As Dr. Baker’s remarks were humorous, 
and were meant to be so, it seems a pity that they should be 
treated in this solemn fashion. The harmony between the 
professional associations is something too valuable to be 
imperilled by such misinterpretation. In the course of the 
remarks which gave rise to this incident, Dr. Baker voiced 
a very pertinent matter, and that was the absence of a paper 
from the meeting. The speaker used a few notes only, and 
we are of opinion that a professional association, which does a 
member the honour to request him to contribute to its pro- 
ceedings, has a right to expect him to write his remarks. 
Only so can they be presented in any digested and digestible 
form. If a man has anything to convey to his colleagues, 
he should find little difficulty in putting it into literary lan- 
guage, and the circumstances demand this service from him, 
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If, on the other hand, he has nothing to say, he should refrain 
from writing or saying it. The meetings have been dreary 
enough of late, and the haphazard character of the last one 
will not make future ones seem more attractive. 


Our correspondence pages include a letter from Mr. 
Eric A. Peppiette, which raises an interesting point. We 
believe, however, that the register contemplated by the 
Education Committee is much simpler in form and in aim 
than the letter suggests. The Committee, we are told, is 
frequently asked to recommend some qualified person to 
perform temporary library work, such as the cataloguing 
of a private library, the indexing of a book, and similar matters. 
The Committee merely intends to make a list of people willing 
and at leisure to do this work. Even so such a list is open to 
grave possibilities, and it cannot in the nature of things be 
comprehensive. It would be well, therefore, if Dr. Baker 
would give us some indication of what is intended. We 
respect the inviolable sanctity of committee officials, but 
members of the Library Association have some right to learn 
the venue of such schemes as this, and to receive an authorita- 
tive pronouncement on the examinations such as we requested 
last month. To ignore such matters cannot be good policy. 


TO ——, SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE. 


A year has passed in quiet nooks, 
Since when——a century it seems !— 

You heard, and closed your cherished books, 
And changed for deeds your dreams. 


Something is wanting by the shelves— 
Though here the quiet readers go— 
Some subtle thing that made Ourselves, 

That only we may know. 


Your best you gave ; your best you give : 
And, while you keep your glorious ways, 
I struggle that the work may live 
Of distant yesterdays ; 


That you, escaping ruth and scaith, 
Avoiding Death's all-darksome wings, 
May come again with finer faith 
To follow former things. 


JOHNSON, 
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THE LIBRARY OF THE CHEMICAL 
SOCIETY. 


T the present time there are signs that the vital importance 
A of the science of chemistry is slowly being brought home to 
the nation. Evidence of this fact can be daily seen in the 
pages of the newspapers, where frequent reference is made to such 
matters as high explosives, synthetic drugs, and the mobilisation 
of chemical science. That such recognition should only come about 
as the result of a European War of terrible magnitude is almost 
unbelievable by those whose work brings them in contact with the 
wonders and fascinations of the subject ; yet such is the fact. 
Is it too much to hope that the interest aroused by this violent 
means of education will quickly promote a permanent appreciation 
of the important and valuable discoveries made by chemists and 
the services rendered by them in fields far greater than those of 
warfare ? 


With this outlook it is perhaps fitting that an article upon the 
Library of the Chemical Society should be asked for by a pro- 
fessional journal. The Society was founded on February 23rd, 
1841, and in 1848 a Charter of Incorporation was granted by the 
Crown. The object of the Society, as laid down in the Charter 
is the general advancement of chemical science, by the discussion 
and publication of new discoveries, and the interchange of valuable 
information respecting them. Until the year 1849, the Chemical 
Society held its meetings at the house of the Society of Arts, John 
Street, Adelphi ; but in that year it was removed to 142, Strand, 
and again removed in 1851 to a fresh home, consisting of two rooms 
at No. 5, Cavendish Square, part of the premises of the Polytechnic 
Institution. There is evidence that at that time the library was 
not of a very extensive character, as in referring to these 
rooms in 1852, the President speaks of the Society as * established 
in a locality more worthy of its high position, and capable of 
affording those accommodations for the reception of its members, 
and for the display of its Library and of its collections of which 
it has long felt the want.” In the year 1857, the Society received 
apartments in Burlington House from the Government, conjointly 
with the Royal and Linnean Societies. Burlington House was 
originally erected between the years 1664 and 1667. It is said to 
have been built by Sir John Denham for the Earl of Burlington, 
the first occupier, and was of red brick. About fifty years after, 
under the direction of Colin Campbell, the whole place was altered, 
a coating of stone entirely changing the south front. About the 
same time a colonnade was built, which was attributed to the third 
Earl of Burlington, and was so well proportioned that it and the 
house itself were then considered to be specimens of the finest 
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pieces of architecture in Europe. This colonnade, however, was 
taken down in the year 1866, in order that suites of rooms might 
be built for the further accommodation of learned Societies. In 
the removal of the colonnade the stones were numbered, and 
for a long time lay in disorder in Battersea Park, where they 
became the favourite haunt of children, and were locally considered 
to be part of a “ heathen temple.” Various suggestions for their 
use have been made from time to time, the last proposal being that 
they should be used to form a portico to the County Hall now being 
built on the banks of the Thames. 


In 1873 the Chemical Society removed from old Burlington 
House to its present position in the buildings which had been 
erected around the forecourt, the former premises being wholly 
occupied by the Royal Academy of Arts. Unfortunately, however, 
it is evident that those responsible for the allotment of the rooms 
hardly realised the scope of the science, and in consequence had 
but little anticipation of the rapid growth and development of the 
Society and its Library. Old Burlington House is said to have 
been criticised by Lord Chesterfield in the following epigram : 

** Possess’d of one great hall for state, 
Without a room to sleep or eat, 
How well you build, let flattery tell, 
And all the world how ill you dwell.” 


While it is possible that such criticism may not have been 
altogether true in the case of the older building, it is a fair 
description of present state of that portion of Burlington House 
devoted to the use of the Chemical Society, as practically every 
room but the lecture hall has been utilized for the storage of books. 


The formation of a Chemical Library was prominently in the 
thoughts of the founders, and is referred to in the very earliest 
documents relating to the history of the Society. The early 
Fellows appear to have been generous in their gifts to the Library ; 
many such being recorded, the most important perhaps being a 
present by Faraday of books from his Library. It is of interest to 
note that while the cloth bindings of the latter collection are sound 
end apparently good for many years yet, the leather bindings 
have suffered extreme decay. These volumes were among those 
examined by a Committee of the Society of Arts when they visited 
the Library in connection with their report on Leather for Book- 
binding. 

It is but natural that a Library dealing with such a vast 
subject as that of Chemistry, should have grown with a corresponding 
rapidity to that of thescience itself, and though it is but a little over 
seventy years from the time when it was recorded in the Minutes 
that the Secretary was empowered “ to obtain a bookcase for the 
use of the Society,” the Library at present contains over 22,000 
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volumes and over 4,000 pamphlets, and at the outbreak of war 
was increasing at the rate of some 700 volumes per annum. 


The character and scope of the collection cannot be estimated 
by a mere glance around the shelves of the Reading Room. As has 
already been mentioned, want of space unfortunately compels 
that a large proportion of the volumes should be placed in other 
parts of the building, and particularly in basement rooms fitted with 
the well-known rolling stacks of Messrs. Lucy. When it is remem- 
bered that there is hardly a subject in the universe in which chemistry 
does not play an important part, one cannot be surprised at the 
enormous variety of subjects dealt with in a Library devoted to the 
science. That the Library should contain books of vital importance 
to the student is to be expected. The research worker, however, 
whether working from a purely chemical standpoint or with a more 
commercial aim, finds that his wants have been largely anticipated 
by the system of book selection in use, while the searcher after the 
elixir of life, alchemy or historical chemistry, will find much of 
value in his pursuits. 


About two-thirds of the books in the Library are volumes of 
periodicals, and as practically every article of chemical interest 
published in any journal throughout the world, is now abstracted 
in the Journal of the Chemical Society, the necessity for filing these 
journals for purposes of reference is obvious. A count of the list 
of current serials at the commencement of the war gave a total of 
243 items. What ultimate effect the Great War will have upon 
these serials cannot yet be estimated, though it might reasonably 
be expected that some abatement of the flood of scientific litera- 
ture will result, possibly by means of co-operative measures. 


In addition to the books from the library of Faraday already 
mentioned, the Society possesses a valuable and rare collection 
of works relating to alchemy and early chemistry, the gift of the 
late Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Roscoe. Among other rare volumes the 
following may be specially mentioned : A copy of the 1628 edition 
of Gilbert’s De Magnete ; a series of the writings and books of Robert 
Boyle, consisting of 65 items; an “ unknown” edition of Basil 
Valentine’s Triumphal Chariot of Antimony, bearing an earlier 
date than that hitherto considered to be the first edition ; and a 
unique volume presented on the occasion of the Jubilee Meeting 
in 1891, by the late Mr. R. W. Warrington, the eldest son of the 
first Secretary. The latter is a handsomely bound collection of 
the original letters and papers relating to the foundation of the 
Chemical Society, to which have been added platinotype copies 
of portraits of the original Members. 

With a few exceptions the books may be borrowed by the 
Fellows of the Society under suitable regulations. But as early 
as 1879, in order not to damage the reference character of the 
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Library, a number of the more important chemical serials were 
duplicated for circulating purposes. These sets have been added 
to from time to time, and in 1907 the late Sir Henry Roscoe, 
always a generous benefactor, presented several valuable series 
of journals in order that a second copy might be set free for 
loan. Itis believed that the Chemical Society is the pioneer in 
duplicating serials for loan in this manner, and it is an example 
which might more frequently be followed by kindred societies, 

ticularly at the present time, when the average man of science 

ds his house overburdened with accumulations of periodical 
literature. 


A Library Committee was first appointed in April, 1866, 
and since then the management of the Library has been entrusted 
to a Librarian acting under the orders of such a Committee. In 
1866, {100 was placed at the disposal of the Committee, but it 
subsequently became the practice to order such books as were 
considered necessary, the Council being appealed to only when 
an exceptional expenditure was considered desirable. As a 
result of this system the Library has never been starved, and 
the Librarian is not tempted to suggest unnecessary expenditure 
for fear that a balance in hand at the end of the year might cause 
a diminution in the size of the next annual grant. 


A few words upon the system of book selection may not be 
out of place. The chief bibliographical journals of Great Britain, 
America, France and Germany are purchased, and all works of 
chemical and allied interest mentioned therein are noted. After 
a preliminary sifting by the Librarian, a list is periodically sent to 
the members of the Committee. The individual member is not 
required to express an op ‘on upon the whole of the works men- 
tioned, but his particular atcention is drawn to those works dealing 
with any subject of which the member has special knowledge, and 
he is asked to express an opinion upon the question of their acquisi- 
tion. By these means the various sections are particularly well- 
balanced, and if any book is not contained in the Library there is a 
definite reason for its not finding a place upon the shelves. Further, 
by these means the requirements of the Fellows are anticipated, 
and valuable time is not lost while important works are obtained 
at their suggestion. The advantages of such a system are particu- 
larly obvious at the present time, when demands of a most 
abnormal character are being made upon the Library, and it has not 
been found wanting. 


In conclusion, I wish to express my best thanks to Mr. George 
Clinch, Librarian to the Royal Society of Antiquaries, for his 
kind permission to use data relating to the early history of Burling- 
ton House from his book entitled, Mayfair and Belgravia. London, 
1892. F. W. CLIFFORD. 
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FROM THE UTOPIAN TO THE PRACTICAL. 


OME years ago there was considerable reference to schemes 
whereby borrowers might have their books brought to their 
doors in vans similar to those in which most of the material 

necessities of daily life arrive. I think it was Mr. Sayers who was 
responsible for a semi-serious proposal that tram-cars should be 
utilised for the spread of culture by the supply of small collections 
of books for the delectation of passengers. Several friendships 
were formed and cemented by the innocent mirth which these 
references excited. Be that as it may, the usual fate of the un- 
believer has overtaken these scoffers, for the Librarian and Com- 
mittee of the Reading Public Library have evolved a scheme 
which is an admixture of the two suggestions—a scheme which 
has been in working order since last February. The experiment 
provides for the transport of books to and from a reader’s house 
by means of the Tramways Parcels Express. For the sum of 1d. a 
reader who has chosen a book at the Library may have it sent to 
his address by tram-car ; the charge covers also the return of such 
book to the Library. As an alternative to this proceeding a book 
may be returned by a borrower handing it to the conductor of any 
car, with a list of further books required by him inserted in it ; 
the book is left at the Library, a selection is made from the list, 
and the new book is despatched to the borrower by car. There 
is another alternative also; a reader may requisition a book by 
post-card, letter or telephone, and that will be despatched to him. 
For each method there is the uniform charge of 1d. 

The advantages of this extension of library facilities should 
be of great value to the busy student, and Mr. Greenhough is to be 
congratulated upon the inauguration of so progressive and original 
a departure. It is to be hoped that a wider knowledge of the 
scheme on the part of borrowers may lead to its wider use. The 
thanks of the profession are also due to him for having provided a 
much-needed and interesting diversion from the reports of closure, 
restriction of income and activities, and similar depressing items of 
news which seem to be incidental to the progress of the War. 

Cc. L. W. 
NOTE. 

We have received a letter from Mr. James William Kenning, 
of Rugby Public Library, as follows :—“ In your issue for October 
you refer to the omission from annual reports of the balance sheet. 
I am inclined to think one reason may be that the audit of the 
accounts is not begun or completed in time for a statement to be 
included in the report which is usually issued as soon as possible 
after the statistical year has closed.” Mr. Kenning points out that 
in the case of Rugby a balance sheet was published as part of the 
report issued in January last. Apropos of Rugby it may be noted 
that Mr. Kenning is one of the oldest librarians in the profession, 
having been born in 1842. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 
A PLAIN DUTY. 


Next year is the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the 
L.A. May the war be ended, so that we can celebrate this anni- 
versary as we should like. For forty years Mr. H. R. Tedder 
will then have served the Association, all the time (I believe) in 
an official capacity as secretary or treasurer. For many years, 
too, he has sat in the chair of the Council. Let next year be a 
great year for us. Let not the opportunity slip of thanking our 
treasurer for his splendid services; and of complimenting Dr. 
Barrett, who sat with him on the first L.A. Council. 


Toact as Chairman of the Council is not child’s play. Gentle and 
unassuming beings at a reception, librarians are a wild team to 
manage in the Council chamber. Experts on points of order, 
they are always in a state of disorder ; I will back them to do less 
solid business in three hours’ session than any deliberative body 
outside the House of Commons. (I am told, by the way, that the 
least talkative member of the Council is a lady ; but I note the 
rumour with all reserve). Mr. Tedder has driven them with a light 
hand. Had he not done so they would have broken loose and 
destroyed the Association years ago. He has kept the finances 
in order ; prevented rash decisions, or avoided the consequences 
of them ; tempered enthusiasm and pricked slackness into energy. 
No man has worked harder or done more for our Association. 


MENDING OUR STOCKING. 


The L.A. should studyeconomy. I am delighted to help them. 
In my last letter I suggested that an expenditure of nearly {200 
on printing and stationery (excluding the Record) might be reduced 
without hardship to our members. Let me now add that in my 
opinion our educational work should be self-supporting, or nearly 
so. We ought not to have to bear a loss of {80 per year. In 
particular, the Education Committee might avoid paying fifteen 
guineas for lectures attended only by three students by the simple 
expedient of finding out how many people need them. The 
Publications Committee is justified in publishing only if they 
cover expenses, or secure a large circulation for publications generally 
useful. They published three brochures at a cost of nearly £47. 
According to the last annual report about 80 copies were sold of 
each ; in any case the receipts from sales amounted to £3 5s. od. 
for each publication, or less than {ro in all. We look like losing 
the greater part of £37 on a {£47 transaction. That is not sound 
business. 


if 
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MONEY’S WORTH. 


I wonder whether the L.A. Council have thought of an economy 
which would be acceptable to nearly every member. Why should 
not one of the twelve numbers of the Record—either the first or 
the last—consist of the Year Book, the Annual Report of the 
Council, and the Index to the Record, without any of the ordinary 
contents of our monthly journal. The advantages are obvious. 
Every year we shall have a Year Book, a volume to which we 
refer oftener than to the Record. The Year Book, the Report, 
would be printed in the same style as the Record, and would be 
paged and indexed with it. Thus we save the double printing of 
the Report and the cost of a whole month’s Record. And, what is 
not unimportant to me, we approach my ideal of the Record as our 
business encyclopedia. Call this number what you like—a 
“Business Number” or a “Christmas Number ’’—but, in any 
case substitute a number containing our business publications for 
one of the numbers of our journal. 


BUMBLEDOM AGAIN, 


Is it not time that library authorities looked upon our service 
as a whole ; recognised that librarians form a hierarchy, the members 
of which are necessarily promoted from one town to another, 
there being but one system in each town? What is the Wallasey 
Town Council after? They appear to have acted with incredible 
meanness! If their librarian is summoned to the ranks he will not 
receive the usual allowance : such is a condition of his appointment. 
Had he been 41 years of age he would have won his position without 
question. Had he not volunteered for the Derby Reserve he would 
not have deserved it. But he has attested ; the Wallasey people 
consider him worthy of promotion ; and it appears that a suitable 
reward for a young man who cares for his profession and is ready 
to scrve his country, is deprivation of the allowance usual in such 
cases. QO! Eratosthenes, how I love these patriotic Bumbles ! 


CRITICISM LEAVES YOU—VACUITY. 


The Saturday Review, deploring the Atheneum’s change from 
a weekly to a monthly journal, says plainly that the public is 
not yet educated. Quite true. But its education has advanced, 
and the disappearance of journals of literary criticism is one sign of 
the advance. The great days of literary criticism, when the 
Edinburgh, the Quarterly, and the Westminster were at the top of 
their fame, can never come again. All our critical journals have 
disappeared one by one, because the need of literary criticism is 
not felt so much. Education has vastly increased the number of 
people who can do their own criticism. Public libraries too, have 
trained readers. Have we not always discouraged the reading of 


criticisms by crying—‘‘Read books, and not books about books " ? 
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Besides, when people could not borrow books, but must 
buy them, they read reviews to avoid, if possible, buying what they 
did not want. Now they borrow them, forget what they do not 
like, and, if they can, buy what they want to cherish. 


MEMORIAL COLLECTIONS. 


We are re-discovering our great writers! Lincoln Public Library 
is to have a Tennyson Room. Nuneaton is thinking of a George 
Eliot memorial. The Winchester librarian wishes his town to 
honour Jane Austen. We welcome these memorials. which will 
take their places, more or less conspicuously, beside the two 
Shakespeare Memorial Libraries, the Dickens Museum at Ports- 
mouth (where it is grotesquely out of place), the Carlyle Museum, 
and other collections of the kind. Why is there no Meredith 
collection at Portsmouth? All these memorials, however, ought 
to be in London. Dickens is part of London, and every thing that 
concerns him should be collected there. Shakespeare, Tennyson, 
Carlyle, George Eliot are national writers, and relics and special 
collections about them ought to be in the metropolis, if only because 
it is more useful to bring together all we have. 


A RECANTATION. 


You will observe, my dear Eratosthenes, that the two news- 
papers which libraries busily suppressed a few months ago, are 
being ostentatiously reinstated—at Croydon, for example, and at 
Kingston-upon-Thames, where the Town Council is now ready to 
bless them for their outspokenness. From such happenings the 
public library censor may learn one rule and one fact. The rule: 
Never suppress what the Government tolerates ; if censorship is 
needed it must be in the hands of one authority, and that the 
supreme authority. The fact: No paper has ever weakened or 
destroyed a Government by publishing matter which is demonstrably 
false ; in other words, a Government falls because it has no defence, 
rather than because it is attacked. In the end these two papers, 
even if undeserving, have been strengthened by notoriety. And, 
funnily enough, nobody worries about the Morning Post, which 
has been all along the subtlest and deadliest critic of the conduct 
of the war. 

NATIONALISED LIBRARIES. 


I believe Miss Marjorie Peacock is a new contributor (or 
almost a new contributor) to THE LiBRARY WORLD, and a new name 
is welcome to me, as to most readers. While I want our veterans 
fully credited with their services, I am not forgetful of youth’s 
energy, quintessential to all progress. Miss Peacock will not 
misunderstand me, then, when I express the opinion that her 
proposal to nationalise libraries is ill-timed. Have our State 
departments been models of efficiency since August, 1914? Is 
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it not true, generally speaking, that municipal departments are 
quicker and more thorough in business than State offices? Has 
not the Government done its best to cripple libraries during the 
war, and have not municipalities, in nearly every case, saved them 
from the direst effects of State “‘ economy.” Miss Peacock cannot 
possibly think we should like our livelihood to depend upon a 
Government which, on the plea of economy, recommends nibbling 
at the library rate, while it permits the importation of luxuries to 
the value of millions ! 
A BLOODLESS COMBAT. 

The Quixotic sport of tilting at windmills is preferable to our 
English habit of tilting at nothing. Our libraries are necessary, 
it appears, to combat intellectual Germany, while the soldiers 
fight Germany armed. But German ideas have not prevailed in 
England. Her theology, her maxim that might is right, her lust of 
conquest, and all her other ideas of “ kultur,” have never had a 
home in England; and could never have a home here. How, 
then, can we overcome intellectual Germany by circulating books 
in England? A missionary might as well expect to convert the 
Hottentot by preaching on Hampstead Heath. We can resist 
German “ kultur” only by disseminating our ideas among the 
German people, who do not seem very willing to receive them. 
Cold common-sense suggests that we should be wise to cease 
publishing these communiqués about our violent combats with 
German ideals. Such claptrap is seen through at once by any 


man of affairs. 
ZENODOTUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of ““ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 


LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 


welcome.] 


Aberdeen.—The Library Committee appointed a special sub-committee 
to enquire as to whether any curtailment was possible in the expenditure of 
the library. A unanimous conclusion was reached that no curtailment 
was possible if the Library and Branch Reading Rooms are to continue to 
fulfil their purpose. It was thought that the mention of Libraries in the 
Local Government circular was largely fortuitous, as those who know the 
work of public libraries know that the universal difficulty is that of carrying 
on with efficiency on an inadequate income. 

A collection of chamber music, which is said to be the finest of its kind 
in Scotland, has been added to the Music Section. 
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The Bournemouth Public Libraries attained their majority on January 1st. 
The present is not an auspicious time for anniversaries, so the date 
passed without ceremony. e local press, however, devoted considerable 
space to reviews of the town’s library history, and bore testimony to the 
sound work done by the Chief Librarian, Mr. Charles Riddle, who has been 
responsible for the building-up and development of the library system. 


The Bradford Libraries have experienced a considerable increase in 
their annual issues during the past year. The number of volumes issued 
was 947,000, and the net increase was 17,787. It is thought that this result 
may be attributed in part to the adoption of open-access in three of the 
branch libraries. 


The Bermondsey Borough Council has decided to close the Rotherhithe 
and St. Olave’s Libraries for the period of the war. The staff are to be 
transferred to the Central Library and the Town Hall. 


Camberwell_—The Libraries Committee have recommended that the 
Nunhead and North Camberwell Libraries be closed during the war. 


Coventry.—The Coventry and Warwickshire Library, as the local collec- 
tion at the Public Library is to be called, has had a room leading from the 
lending library assigned to it. At the conclusion of the war, the collection, 
which is already considerable, is to be systematically built up, catalogued, 
classified, and made accessible to the public. 


At Glasgow the Libraries Committee intend to reduce the annual expen- 
diture by {1,500 per annum, by closing the lending departments for the 
whole day on Wednesdays, and opening them only from noon on other days ; 
by closing the reading rooms for ladies at the branches, and curtailing the 
hours of the general reading rooms by half-an-hour in the evening, and in 
other ways. By reducing all these facilities it will be noticed that the city 
has only been able to save this small sum out of a total income of over £37,000. 
The economy does not seem justifiable. 


Hanwell.—The Library Committee in pursuance of a policy of economy 
have decided to reduce expenditure on periodicals and newspapers. The 
weeding-out is to be arranged so that the reduction may be made without 
lessening the interest of the reading matter in the reading-rooms. 

The acting librarian has undertaken to show any soldier who cares to 
visit the Library how to plug and stop an arterial flow of blood by an exhibi- 
tion of Major Maclure’s “ Anatomical Diagram of Human Arteries." This 
has been presented by Mr. Victor Plan, the Librarian of the Royal College 
of Surgeons. 


Hartlepool_—The Public Library has received a remarkable and acceptable 
sign of appreciation from a resident of the town. In recognition of the work 
it is doing, a cheque for {100 from a donor who desires to remain anonymous 
has = given for the purchase of books, preferably reference and technical 
works. 


The Lincoln Public Library has been enriched by the presentation by 
Mr. Alfred Shuttleworth of a portrait of Nathaniel Clayton, the joint founder 
of the firm of Messrs. Clayton & Shuttleworth in 1849, as well as a picture 
by Mr. G. Manton entitled, ‘“‘ Mors Janua Vitz.”’ 


Louvain.—The latest issue of the “ Bulletin of the John Rylands Library” 
contains a third list of contributions to the new Library for the University 
of Louvain. Upwards of 5,000 volumes have been received already, but 
very much more remains to be done. 


At Norwich a special sub-committee was appointed to deal with the 
problem of war literature. The result has been the acquisition of a repre- 
sentative collection of war books ; these have been catalogued and annotated 
in the recent number of “‘ The Readers’ Guide.” 
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‘ll.e Oldham Libraries Committee hope to effect a saving of {71 per year 
by the closing of three branch libraries. A deputation, representative of 
several classes, waited upon the Committee to protest against the closing 
of one of the branches ; but it met with no success. 

Oswestry. —Mrs. Spaull, widow of Captain Charles Spaull, who went 
down in the “ Royal George,” has been appointed temporary librarian 
during the absence on active service of Mr. Owen Williams. 

Salford. —It has been decided to close the public reading-rooms on 
Sundays “ for the period of the war and three months’ termination thereafter.” 
The Committee are then to present a report to the Council on the advisa- 
bility, or otherwise, of re-opening the libraries on Sundays. 

The Stepney Libraries Committee have accepted from the Committee 
of the Craft School, Stepney Green, a number of plaster casts from the 
Old Bishop's Palace, Bromley-by-Bow, together with a small collection of 
prints and drawings of various old buildings in East London, for addition 
to the collection at the Borough Reference Library. 

Stoke Newington—During the recent illness of the Chief Librarian, 
various members of the Libraries Committee have been rendering assistance 
daily owing to the staff being so depleted by the absence of its members 
with the colours. It has been found necessary to close the reference library 
on one day of the week for the same reason. 

Winchester.—In consequence of the new lighting order, the Committee 
has resolved that the Public Library shall be closed at sunset. There has 
been considerable local dissatisfaction concerning this decision, as it is felt 
to be false economy to effect the saving of {5—the cost of screening the 
Library windows—by so drastic a step. The decision has to be ratified by 
the Council ; but it is unlikely that the motion will be approved. 


THE WORK OF THE CARNEGIE UNITED TRUST. 


The Merthyr Free Libraries Committee has received the first of the annual 
grants of £180 towards the purchase of books. A sub-committee has been 
tormed to deal with the allocation of this sum amongst the various libraries. 

In response to the application by the Stoke Newington Public Libraries 
Committee for a grant towards the redemption of the Library loans, the 
trustees have agreed to make a capital grant of {500 for the partial immediate 
redemption of the existing loan charges on the debt of £2,561, and they have 
also offered further grants of {50—up to a total sum of {300—for every {25 
raised locally from sources other than the rates. These grants have been 
made on the understanding that the library rate is not reduced, and that the 
income so released shall be expended upon additional books. 

The County Education Committee of Staffordshire have accepted the 
offer made by the trustees of a sum not exceeding {5,000 for the purpose 
of carrying out an experimental scheme for the establishment and control 
of school libraries throughout the county area for a period of five years. 

It is proposed that a central library be established, consisting of books 
suitable for older scholars before and after leaving school, as well as for teachers. 
These should be circulated amongst the schools in the area in strong boxes. 

Negotiations are being conducted between the Reading Town Council 
ond the trustees for a grant of {1,000 towards the extinguishing of the debt 
of (2,496 on the Central Public Library buildings. 

Mr. L. Stanley Jast, the librarian appointed by the trust to report on the 
application of York for a new central building, and on that of Leeds for four 
new branches, has been visiting the cities in company with Mr. Hetherington, 
the Secretary of the Trust. 
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TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY. 


Dunpas (JosEepH D.), Assistant-in-Charge, Lending Department, 
Central Library, Dundee (Army “ B” Reserve). 

Girson (W. K.), Assistant, Gainsborough Public Library (Royal 
Field Artillery). 

GouLDEN (Horace), Sub-Librarian, Huddersfield (Enlisted under 
Lord Derby’s scheme). 

Mee (FReDK. H.), Sub-Librarian, Wigan Public Libraries 
(Enlisted under Lord Derby’s scheme). 

OcILviE (ALFRED), Assistant-in-Charge, Reference Department, 
Central Library, Dundee (Army “B” Reserve). 

ROBERTSON (GEORGE B.), Assistant, Central Library, Dundee 
(3rd Royal Scots). 

WALKER (WILLIAM), Assistant-in-Charge, Lochee Branch Library, 
Dundee (Scottish Horse). 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


Mr. C. E. M. Baker, Sub-Librarian, Ealing Public Library, 
to be Acting Librarian until the end of March. 

We regret to notice the death of Mr. THomas Bonner, the 
Librarian of Ealing, which occurred recently. Mr. Bonner was 
the inventor of an indicator. 

Nine girl assistants have been appointed temporarily at the 
Croydon Public Libraries to replace members on staff on active 
service or otherwise absent. 

Mr. FRANK Datirmore, F.L.A., Librarian of the Newark 
Public Library, has been appointed Borough Librarian of Dar- 
lington, in succession to Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. G. M. Fraser, the Librarian of the Aberdeen Public 
Libraries, has been the recipient of a handsome grandfather clock 
from the members of his Committee on the occasion of his approach- 
ing marriage. The presentation was made by Lord ProvostTaggart. 

Miss MizpAu GILBERT, a sub-librarian of the Fulham Public 
Libraries in charge of the North Branch Library, has been appointed 
Borough Librarian of Newark-on-Trent, in succession to Mr, 
Dallimore. Miss Gilbert holds all the certificates of the L.A., 
has been for several years an active member of the Council of the 
L.A.A., and more recently as one of the honorary secretaries of the 
Committee of Women Librarians, has done valuable pioneer work. 

An interesting addition to the increasing number of library 
weddings was that of Mr. DouGLas Youns, F.L.A., Librarian 
of the London Street Branch Library, and Deputy-Librarian, 
Greenwich (now with the King’s Royal Rifles) and Miss ETHEt F. 
GiLEs, of the Islington Public Libraries, who were married on 
New Year’s Day. Mr. Young is an estemeed member of the 
—— of the L.A.A., and was a lecturer for the Library Association 
classes. 
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REVIEWS. 
GENERAL BOOKS. 


AITKEN, Sir Max, M.P. Canada in Flanders, with preface by the 
Rt. Hon. A. Bonar Law, introduction by the Rt. Hon. Sir 
Robert Borden. Maps. Cr. 8vo., pp. 247. Hodder and 
Stoughton. 1916. Is. net. 

This volume gives a complete record of the operations of the Canadians 
in Flanders, telling of many a gallant deed and of much loyalty to the Mother 

Country. The maps are clear and helpful. 


The London Matriculation Directory. Prospectuses of Classes for 
University Examinations. 1916 and 1917. Cr. 8vo., pp. 137. 
University Tutorial Press, Ltd. 1916. Is. net. 

Contains the Examination papers with answers. 


Hugo's Simplified System. Simple Russian in three months 
without a Master. Part I. Cr. 8vo., pp. 80. Complete in 
four monthly parts. Hugo’s Language Schools. 1916. Is. 6d. 
net per part. 

Grammar in a handy and simple form, and readable anecdotes, over- 
coming half the difficulties by which the would-be student of the Russian 
language is faced. 


Directory of Merchants and Manufacturers in India, 1915. Demy 8vo. 
pp. 500. Laxmichand Dossabhai & Bros., Rajkot, India. 
Price 3 Rupees. 


Cross, C. F., and Bevan, E. J. A Text-Book of Paper-making. 
4th Edition, containing additional matter and in part re- 
written, with collaboration of J. F. Briggs. XVI. plates and 
99 illustrations. 8vo., pp. 8+508. E. & F. N. Spon, London. 
1916. Cloth, 15s. net. 

This fourth edition of the standard English book on paper- 

needs little commendation as ‘‘ Cross and Bevan " are quite household words 
by this time. The last edition appeared in 1907, and the eight years that 
have elapsed have been prolific in changes in the art. New materials have 
been introduced, and new methods of manufacture invented. This has 
necessitated considerably increasing the size of the book, and a larger page has 
been adopted. The result is a handsome well-printed text-book, which no 
library can afford to be without. 


SHEPPARD (T.) Bibliography of Yorkshire Geology. (C. Fox- 
Strangways’ Memorial Volume: Proceedings of the Yorkshire 
Geological Society. Vol. 18.) 8vo. pp. 364630. I915. 
Bds. 15s. net. A. Brown & Sons, London, Hull and York. 
This portly volume is a contribution to local bibliography of considerable 

importance. The arrangement is chronological and alphabetically by 

authors under each year. The bibliography is followed by a list of maps 

of the Geological Survey, and an index occupies pp. 504-630. 
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In the early part of the work for which Mr. Sheppard is only editorially 
responsible, there appear to be a good many omissions. We may mention 
the following items :— 

Leigh (Edw.). England described. (Knaresborough pp. 224-225)- 
London 1659. 8vo. 

Walker (Ant.). Fax fonte accensa. Fire out of water . 
designed for the benefit of thise who use the waters of . . . 
Scarborough, &c. London 1684. 8vo. 

Gentleman [pseud., i.e., D. Defoe]. A Tour thro’ the whole Island 
of Great Britain. (Knaresborough and Scarborough Spas described). 
London 1724, and many later editions. 

The Scarborough Miscellany for the year 1732 (-1734). London, 


1732-34. 8vo. 
Note.—In the Bibliography under date 1832! 
Mossman (Geo.). An essay to elucidate .. phula 


and Glandular Consumption ; including a brief history of Ilkley ieee. 
Bradford [1792]. 8vo. 

Brearey (C. B.). Medical Guide to Scarborough. Scarborough. 
1849. 16 mo. 


Under the date 1684 appears the 2nd edition of Lister’s De fontibus 
medicatis angliae, with a doubtful query as to the first edition, York, 1682. 
The query seems to be unnecessary, as there is a copy of the 1682 edition in 
the Catalogue of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society. 

The index is very elaborate, but shows a want of care in the compilation. 
for instance, on page 23 there are maps of the East, West and North Ridings 
mentioned, but the index does not give them under Map, Yorkshire. Again, 
on page 21 there is a map of Holderness that does not appear under Map, 
Holderness. This last subject is curiously dealt with, the heading being 
duplicated under Holderness, Map, but with only one reference instead of 
two. The most important bibliography of Yorkshire, by Boyne, which is 
quoted at p. 92, is not mentioned in the index under Bibliography, Yorkshire, 
where references are given to pp. 141 and 426, or under Yorkshire, Bibliography 
where the only reference is to p. xxxi. The index has been unnecessarily 
enlarged by such headings as History and List, which simply duplicate entries 
under other headings. The heading Yorkshive is almost if not quite un- 
necessary, as the whole volume is devoted to the county. 

In spite of these minor faults and omissions (and what ey 
is without them) the work as a whole will be without doubt of great va 
We could have wished that Mr. Sheppard had placed at the head of each 
page the year dealt with, instead of informing us |twice at each opening 
that we were consulting a Bibliography of Yorkshire Geology. The absence 
of this little help makes the volume rather difficult to consult, as the entries 
are not individually dated, and Mr. Sheppard has an irritating habit of saying 
ae 4 23). instead of giving the titles of the various editions of books when 
pu 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
Bootu, Mary JOSEPHINE. Liits of Material which may be obtained 
free or at small cost. 4to., pp.67. 1915. Is. 3d. net. 


CHAMBERLAIN, Mary C. Library Work with the Blind. Reprint 
of Manual of Library Eeconomy, chapter xxx. Cr. 8vo., pp. 
12. Ig15. 6d. net. 
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Meyer, H.H.B. A Brief Guide to the Literature of Shakespeare. 
Cr. 8vo., pp. 61. 2s. 6d. 

Labour-Saving Devices. Demy, pp. 43. 1915. 

The Atheneum Subject Index to Periodicals. Issued at the Request 
of the Council of the Library Association. European War : Its 
Economic, Political, and Military History. 4to., pp. 48. 
Paper, 2s. 6d. net. The Atheneum: London, 1916. 

This compilation of some 2,700 entries forms a useful addition to ‘ Books of 
the Great War,” by Messrs. Lange and Berry. The two give the whole of 
the ——— literature of the subject. The present list is arranged alpha- 
betically by subject, and is printed in a very clear type which alone saves 
the rather crowded quarto page from appearing confused. The selection 
of periodicals iteeel is very catholic, and includes many that certainly 
do not appear in any other index to periodicals. A curious omission is that 
of Tue Liprary Worip. In the pages of this journal bibliographical lists 
preliminary to the bibliography of Messrs Lange and Berry have appeared, 
which surely one would think would merit mention in such an Index as the 
one before us. The alphabetical subject arrangement, although certainly 
the best for indexes to periodicals, leads to some trouble in the selection of 
headings. Descriptive articles on the English Navy are indexed under 
“ England : Navy,” and the navies of other countries are treated in a similar 
fashion. The specific subject here appears to be “‘ Navy,” and there we 
think should have been collected the entries relating to Navies of all countries. 
This tendency to make the name of the country the main heading is very 
treacherous, and leads to disaster. A bad example of this method is 
“ Fortescue’s Subject Index,” and still worse ‘‘ Courtney’s Register of 
National Bibliography.”” We trust that in future issues the specific subject 
will be treated as the heading in all cases. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
BuLtetins, &c. 


Croypon Pusiic LiBrartes. Readers’ Index, v. 18, No. L., 

Jan.-Feb., 1916. 1d. 

In addition to the usual fully-annotated classified list of additions to the 
libraries, this first issue of a new volume contains a list of ‘‘ Recent War 
Books,” and three pages of “ Brevities,’’ from which we learn that “ the 
issues . . . are little lower than in normal times. During October and 
November 80,673 volumes were issued, as against 83,308 in the same period 
of 1914."" We notice that four women assistants have been appointed to 
the staff to replace for the time being the assistants with the colours. Hitherto 
Croydon has been staffed exclusively by the sterner sex. The index to the 
Readers’ Index, which is a brief author-catalogue of the additions to the 
libraries, appears as an inset supplement. (Price 2d.). 


Gateshead Library Record, No. 12, Oct.-Dec., 1915. Gratis. 
Contains an annotated, classified list of additions, and a brief annotated 
list (ten titles) of war books. 


Kensal Rise and Willesden Green Quarterly Record, V. 15, No. 3, 


Dec., 1915. 
The Record ae in one cover the magazine of the Kensal Rise 
Library, on white paper, and that of the Willesden Green on pink 


paper. 
Mr. F. E. Chennell edits both. Each consists mainly of an alphabetical, 
annotated list of additions and a complete list (title-a-line) of fiction added 
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since the publication of the respective Supplementary Catalogues, 1913 and 
1g11t. In a recent issue the librarian asked readers with specialised know- 
ledge of technical literature to place it at the disposal of the Libraries Com- 
mittee, and here he acknowledges that the request has produced valuable 
suggestions. A sudden decline in the issues as a result of the men being 
called up under the Derby scheme is recorded at Willesden. “In face of 
this, however, it will be wise to remember that the war is a temporary, 
though all-important affair. At its conclusion large numbers of young 


students will be thrown back into civilian life . . . Industries now 

temporarily in abeyance willbereopened . . . Forthisreasonaloneit is worth 

considering whether it is not absolutely essential that our libraries with their 

valuable stores of technical aids . . . should be kept well abreast of 

the times.” 

Kilburn Public Library, Willesden, List of Additions, with Notes, 
Jan., 1916. 


Annotated and broadly classified. Has a list of “ Livres Frangais,”’ 
which is not annotated. 


Norwich Public Library : Readers’ Guide, V. 5, No. 1, Jan., 1916. 
Port. (of Lord Kitchener). War Number. 1d. 

Mr. Geo. A Stephen must be somewhat weary of the econiums bestowed 
upon his vigorous and valuable workat Norwich. Wecannot resist the feeling, 
however, that the reading list on the “‘Great European War” is one of the 
best we have seen, and must say so much. His classification should be 
useful to other librarians, and is worth transcribing :— 


Bibliography. The Great War : 
Guides to Study. General History of the War. 
Origins, Causes and Inspiring Ideas. German Outrages. 
Diplomatic Correspondence. Prisoners. 
International Relations : Science and Methods of War : 
War and Peace. General. 
Peace Settlement. Aeronautics. 
Reconstruction. Military Science and History. 
Espionage. Naval Science and History. 
Modern Europe : Ambulance and Medical Work. 
History and Politics. Biology and War. 
Belligerent Nations. Law 
Great Britain. Economic Aspects. 
(Others alphabetically arranged). Socialism. 
Neutral nations. Civilians and the War. 
(alphabetically arranged). Religion and the War. 
Maps. 
Flags. 
Poetry and the Drama. 
Fiction. 
This, it will be seen, is an epitome of the best suggestions that have been 
made upon the catalogue arrangement of this subject. e list itself catalogues 


442 items, and is furnished with excellent notes. A good half-tone portrait 
of Lord Kitchener is reproduced, and the ‘‘ Guide ”’ is completed by two-and- 
one-third pages of recent additions. 


Nottingham Library Bulletin, No. 221, Feb., 1916. 4d. 

This venerable bulletin is as regular as the sunrise, and is always worth 
a few words. The number before us contains articles on “‘ Patents and the 
War,” a subject of vital interest in Nottingham, ‘ " The local Froebel Library,” 
which is housed in the Reference Department, * See Notes,” by Mr. 
Walter A. Briscoe, and one on “‘‘ Public’ not ‘ Library,” in which 
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readers are requested to describe the institution correctly. Special lists 
on Turkey and on Spanish language and literature, part of a new author-list 
of novels, and a brief indicator-key to recent additions, complete a more than 
usually interesting issue. 


West Ham Central Library Chronicle. Jan., 1916. 1d. 

Includes notes to readers, a list of important books on Russia, and a 
list of additions made during 1915 divided into general works, prose fiction, 
and music. From this issue annotations are omitted. The following is of 
interest :—* A special Music Ticket is issued to borrowers upon the payment 
of sixpence per annum ; this enables members to obtain a volume of music 
in addition to their usual reading matter.’’ We should be interested to know 
the legal warrant for the charge of sixpence. A successful reading circle 
meets monthly. In the catalogue entries, which in general are clear and 
sound, we do not quite grasp the following :— 

Essex. 

Essex as a Rambling County in the Rambler’s Handbook. 1914. 
Is this a title or an analytical entry ? We are always glad to see this well- 
printed, unpretentious bulletin. 


Wigan Public Libraries: Quarterly Record, V. 22, No. 22, July- 

Sept., 1915. 

The usual separate lists of additions to the Reference, Central, and 
Pemberton Branch Libraries contain more annotations than usual, and are 
much more attractive in consequence. We cannot avoid the feeling that 
these separate lists are a less economical method of cataloguing than a union 
list would be. Moreover, they tend to give the impression that the library 
consists of three separate units rather than a unified system. 


AMERICAN. 


Monthly Bulletin of the Public Library of the District of Columbia» 

4 pp. V. 5, No. 9, Dec., 1915. Gratis. 

Information for readers, a note on the Annual Report, which we hope to 
notice next month, and a selected list of new books without annotations or 
bibliographical particulars other than dates of publication—in effect, an 
unpretending monthly circular. 


Monthly Bulletin of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, V. 20, No. 10, 

Dec., 1915. (25 cents a year, post paid.) 

Owing to the generosity of the Pittsburgh Library, this bulletin is better 
known in the United Kingdom than any other emanating from America. 
This issue is typical. It is an ample, well printed serial catalogue, classified 
by Dewey, and elaborately annotated. In the annotations opinions from 
reviews are quoted freely, and contents of composite works are set out. A 
few notes, a good reading list on “‘ Vocational Guidance,”’ a brief one on 
* Books of Interest in connexion with the European War,"’ and a selection 
of reviews of recent books (mainly from The Nation, N. American Review, 
and The Outlook, are the other features. 


CATALOGUES. 


WIGAN FREE Pvsiic LIBRARY, REFERENCE DEPARTMENT. Cata- 
logue of Books by H. T. Folkard. Part 12. U-Whewell. 
Quarto. 1916. 


This large alphabetical catalogue progresses towards its conclusion. It is 
we suppose unequalled in expansiveness and detail by any catalogue issued 
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by a Municipal Library of similar size. The cataloguing is of a good conserva- 
tive type which does not call for very special criticism or comment ; analytical 
entries are pursued to the utmost, and although there are very few annotations 
the contents of larger works are set out. Apart from its interest as a catalogue 
we are bound to admire the unusually rich character of the stock of the Wigan 
Reference Library. Rare works such as Phillis Wheatley’s ‘‘ Poems on 
Various Subjects,”’ 1773, are to be found there, and the collection is rich in 
early and foreign books. Wigan is to be congratulated upon a library which 
represents the devoted life work of its veteran librarian. 


REPORTS. 


Watford Public Library.—Report and Financial Statement; 
1914-15. Income: From rate, £772, other £157; expenditure : 
loans £64, books, binding and periodicals {202, salaries and wages 
£420 ; an accumulated balance of £283. Stock: Lending, 15,596 
volumes ; reference 8,684 volumes. Issues: Lending, 81,646; 
reference 5,073. 


The issues from the lending department have increased by 
7,720, while those of the reference department have declined 
3,408 ; unsuitable accommodation is given as a reason for the latter. 
Soldiers billeted at Watford have borrowed from the library “ upon 
their own personal guarantee.” Provision has been made for 
blind readers. Evening papers have been duplicated in the 
newspaper rooms. From time to time the libraries committee 
have tried to maintain a working balance to meet extraordinary 
expenditure. “The Auditor of the Local Government Board 
again this year made strong verbal representation to the librarian 
as to the accumulation of any balance which would more than 
cover the ordinary working expenses of the ‘carry over’ period 
between one financial year and another. The Committee would 
admit the justice of this contention if their income were not posi- 
tively fixed at 1d. in the {, but with their statute-barred limit 
they feel that they must maintain that both as a matter of business 
and common prudence it is right to provide to some extent for 
contingencies, whatever legal niceties may be cited against it, 
especially when foresight of this character has amply proved its 
own justification in the past working of the institution.” 


County Borough of Bolton.—Sixty-second Annual Report of 
the Libraries Committee, 1914-15, shows that “‘ the war has made 
little difference to the statistics, in fact there is an increase of 23,809 
in the number of books borrowed from the Lending Libraries, 
but a considerable decrease in the number consulted in the Reference 
Library, 8,013 against 10,170 last year. Books on the causes of the 
war and on the countries affected, continue to be largely used 
and the special published hand list of these was quickly out of 
print. Leaflets and pamphlets have also been received periodically 
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from the Central Parliamentary Recruiting Committee, and have 
been distributed. Special facilities were given to Belgian refugees 
to borrow from the Libraries, the foreign section being much 
appreciated.” 


The total circulation for the year from all departments was 
530,312. This is the record number of books issued since the 
re-organization of the Libraries in 1094. The stock in all depart- 
ments numbers 130,760, excluding Patent Specifications and Blue 
Books. The actual number of tickets in use in the Lending Depart- 
ments is 10,627 ‘“‘ At the September Meeting of the Committee, 
a resolution was passed in favour of adopting the Open Access 
System in the various Branch Libraries, and the Chief Librarian 
was instructed to carry out the necessary administrative work 
in order to bring the system into operation. With the knowledge 
that the new Central Lending Library will be planned on the 
Open Access pririciple, it is thought advisable to make the public 
conversant with the method. Two of the new Carnegie Libraries 
were planned so that the system could easily be introduced at the 
minimum of cost. With Open Access, borrowers will have greater 
freedom than is enjoyed under the existing system. They will 
have access to the books and make their own selection. The books 
will be closely classified so as to secure that all kindred subjects 
will come together on the shelves. At present it is not intended 
that this system shall apply to the Juvenile Libraries, nor to the 
present Central Lending Library, where extensive structural 
alterations would have to be carried out, and at a cost greater 
than is considered necessary in view of the possible erection of a 
new Central Library as soon as peace is declared.” For the first 
time in the history of the Libraries female assistants have been 


employed. 


County Borough of Bury.—Public Library, Art Gallery and 
Museum, Fourteenth Annual Report, 1914-15, shows a stock of 
25,449 volumes, with an issue of 124,242 from all departments. 


City of Coventry Public Libraries.—Report of the Committee 
to the City Council for the year 1914-15, shows great progress in all 
departments. The Report states a total issue of 350,591 volumes, 
an increase of 76,613 over the previous year, and the readers’ 
tickets in force number 19,792, an increase of 2,933. 


“* Under all the circumstances the large issues at the branch 
libraries, especially at Earlsdon (65,916) and Stoke (63,302), are 
quite satisfactory to the Committee. But the use of them 
been restricted by the war, and by the temporary withdrawal 
of many books to be repaired or re-bound. In the year after 
the opening of a library the work upon these withdrawn books 
is heavy and must be done within a short period ; later on it is 
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spread over the greater part of the year, and can be discharged 
regularly, without any serious depletion of the stock of books 
for public use. The Committee are attentively watching the progress 
at the branch libraries. As the stock of books increases it is pro- 
bable that, in the case of the Earlsdon and Stoke branches, at all 
events, the use of books may equal or exceed that in the Central 
Home Reading department. Were this to happen the congestion 
at headquarters might be so relieved that the Committee’s difficulty 
in carrying on their work in such confined quarters would vanish.” 


The total stock of books numbers 77,721. Dr. Andrew 
Carnegie visited all the Libraries on June 4th, 1914, and said that 
“* America had nothing to teach Coventry in planning, constructing, 
and equipping such buildings.” Three of the assistants are on 
active service. There is a photograph of the late John Moir 
Scott, J.P., who was for many years an earnest worker on the 
Libraries Committee, and latterly its Chairman. The committee 
passed a resolution showing their high appreciation of the work 
of the late Chief Librarian, Mr. S. A. Pitt, now of Glasgow. 


County Borough of Northampton.—Annual Report of the 
Chief Librarian and the Keeper of Museums for the year ended 
31st October, r9r5, report an issue of 293,347 volumes, a decrease 
of 16,384 from last year. The issues from the Juvenile Library, 
however, shows an increase of 1,263 over the previous year. Flemish 
literature was purchased for the 41 Belgians on the library registers. 


County Borough of St. Helens.—Thirty-seventh Annual Report 
of the Committee of the Public Libraries and Museum, 1914-15. 
The outstanding feature of the year has been the completion and 
opening of the new Carnegie Branch Library at Thatto Heath, 
the third of its kind presented by Dr. Carnegie. The issues from 
the Libraries numbered 235,122, an increase of 16,419 over the 
previous year. The total of readers’ tickets was 10,437. The total 
stock, 50,766 volumes. 


City of Winchester Public Library.—Annual Report of the 
City Librarian for the year ending 31st October, 1915. The old 
Library was closed on roth August, 1914, and the re-constructed 
building was re-opened on 29th April, 1915, the ceremony being 
performed by Mr. Walter Raymond, the novelist. The Council 
appointed an experienced Librarian, and from a “ large number of 
candidates Mr. Alfred Cecil Piper, Assistant Librarian at Brighton, 
has been selected, and he entered on his duties in November last. 
He at once began the work of re-organization, weeding out a number 
of books, bringing into the Library the books hitherto in the Abbey 
House and elsewhere, and he is now engaged on the work of pre- 
paring a new Catalogue. The most important change which he 
has suggested and the Council has approved is the introduction of 
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the open access system, by which readers are able to move about 
among the books and see for themselves what there is on the 
shelves. The Reading Room has been rearranged ; the old possi- 
bilities for lounging have been removed, and the conditions of the 
room adapted for its strict purpose, the provision of access to 
newspapers and magazines. The room has been cleaned and 
re-decorated, and it is hoped that some of the features that made 
many citizens unwilling to use the room have disappeared. The 
Staff consists of two lady Assistants in the Library and a caretaker 
in uniform. The Committee recognises the great value of the work 
which Mr. Piper is doing.” 
The Report covers six months’ work. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
EXAMINATIONS IN WAR TIME. 


To the Editor of THe LiBpRARY WoRLD. 


DEAR Srr,—Mr. Savage’s letter in your issue for January, 
1916, recalls the story of the boy attending an oral examination 
who, when asked ‘“* Who was the first King of Israel ? ” answered 
Good!”’ remarked his questioner. “* Otherwise called 
Paul,”” added the boy. For while many may agree with your 
contributor, in that there is a certain amount of injustice in allowing 
female assistants, and males ineligible for military service, to 
overtake their confréres during the war, all must wish that the few 
words more with regard to three years’ war service counting for as 
many certificates had not been added. It is possible to imagine 
a fire of queries from sarcastic councillors upon future appoint- 
ments, with the diploma as a qualification, such as, were rifles, 
pens, bullets, books, &c., on the battle-field ? 

Let us hope, however, that a sense of justice and gratitude 
will so far prevail amongst us after the war as to lead to the result 
that no library worker will be allowed to suffer for having done his 
duty to his country in her hour of need, whatever the number of 
certificates he may have forfeited. 

One grave danger to libraries, librarianship, and permanent 
assistants just now, however, and one likely to influence decisions 
in the case of future appointments far more than the gain or loss of 
certificates during the present crisis, appears to be the self-confidence 
of temporary helpers introduced into libraries by strong friends 
absolutely without publicity. They seem to assume knowledge of 
their work until they gain a little in the daily routine and then to 
display a thinly veiled contempt for long trained workers. How 
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can these assistants who thus receive a good report be detected as 
counterfeit ? The apathy of the average reader is well known, 
while the chief librarian in his office sees little of those in the 
library serving the public. Perhaps a solution of the difficulty, 
after all, might be to advise these temporary workers who seldom 
trouble a senior with queries to take the Library Association 
Examinations at once, setting the standard of the papers fairly 
high, and so proving the triumph of incompetency to be merely 
superficial. 

But this course does not solve the examination problem for 
permanent assistants left at home. Why not compromise the 
matter, for the year, by postponing the examinations, say, until 
October, when, if peace has not been secured, the effect of compulsion 
will probably have been fairly tested ? 


Yours faithfully, 
FULHAM, A. G. HONEY. 
25th January, 1916. 


To the Editor of THE LipRARY WoRLD. 


Sir,—We have been reading much of late reasons for and 
against the keeping open of our library doors during the war. 
Those who would close them say that Economy with a big E is 
everything. Those who would keep the doors open, and, naturally, 
all librarians are among that number, say that the loss to the 
community would be disastrous. What then about the important 
question of the L.A. Examinations? That, of course, is merely a 
domestic matter of minor concern to the public, though how much 
it affects their interests only the difference between a trained and 
an untrained assistant can show. Here the term trained is used 
in its highest sense, meaning fully qualified. Anything that tends 
to lower the standard of efficiency, if only for a short time, must 
have an adverse effect. 


It has taken long years of arduous labour to bring the L.A, 
Examinations to their present high position, and now that they 
are beginning to be recognised by authorities as the hall-mark of 
librarianship, to allow them to lapse “‘ for the duration of the war,” 
would mean stagnation. No, these examinations must continue. 
The ill consequences of suspending them would be too far reaching, 
and the precious ground lost could never be recovered. Much as 
we admire and praise our soldier-librarians for their patriotism in 
serving their King and country, we cannot justly sacrifice every- 
thing in this connexion to the detriment of all others. 


4 
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The Universities are not placing difficulties in the way of 
students and their examinations, rather are they endeavouring 
to make the way easier, as will be seen by the enclosed press cutting : 

DurHAM.—ENGLAND.—Military science has now been included 
as an optional subject in the examinations at the University of Durham 
for the degrees of B.A. and B.Sc., and students who are at present on 
military service will be allowed to reckon such service in liew of the examina- 
tion in that subject. Special regulations provide for the granting of 
degrees by proxy, to those students who have duly qualified for their 
degrees, and are unable, through the exigencies of military service, to 
present themselves before convocation. Provision is also. made for 
the remitting of as much as three terms’ residence to students of Durham 

College and Armstrong College, who ave absent on military service. 

The italics are mine. 

Perhaps the Council of the Library Association will take a 
leaf out of Durham’s book. Military Science should be quite the 
equivalent of at least one of the subjects of the L.A. Examinations, 
and, further, the possession of a military science certificate would 
explain itself. Whatever other privileges the Council is prepared 
to give to soldier-librarians must be left to the discretion of the 
Association, 

To stop the examinations altogether would be far too drastic 
a step, and most unfair to present permanent members of library 
staffs who are desirous of presenting themselves for examination. 
Even if the number is small (everything is small or curtailed just 
now), it is the spark which keeps the fire burning, which is the 
main thing. 

Temporary assistants should be neither expected nor allowed to 
enter for the examinations. A special regulation to that effect 
should meet the case. 

Yours faithfully, 


GEORGE E. HOLLAND. 
ANDERSTON PuBLic LisprRARy, GLASGOW. 


5th February, 1916. 


BOOKS FOR THE ARMIES. 


To the Editor of THe LrBpraRY WoRrLD. 


S1r,—An organization has been formed with the title of the 
‘“* Fighting Forces Book Council.” It is important to know that 
while this has the approval of the War Office, Colonial Office and 
Board of Education, and of the High Commissioners of the Dominions 
beyond the Seas, it is intended to supplement, and not in any way 
to overlap, the existing organizations such as the Camps’ Library, 
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which is the recognized collecting and distributing depot for the 
books sent through the medium of the General Post Office, the 
Red Cross and St. John’s Ambulance War Library, which supplies 
the Hospitals, and the Young Men’s Christian Association. Through 
the machinery of these various organizations, large quantities of 
books are being regularly supplied to the Forces on active service, 
Naval and Military Hospitals and Convalescent Camps, both at 
home and abroad. The work done is, however, (mainly, if not 
entirely) that of distributing agents for the books generously 
supplied by the public and sent through the Post Office or other- 
wise. These are naturally of a miscellaneous kind, and consist 
preponderantly of light fiction, and the enormous numbers of 
books issued to the troops (about 100,000 weekly) make any 
systematic selection or classification impossible. 


It has, however, been found that books of a more solid kind 
are largely asked for by an immense number of educated men now 
in the military service of the Empire, who find themselves cut off 
from the studies in which they were engaged, and which they are 
still anxious to pursue. 


The objects of “ The Fighting Forces Book Council” will 
be to try and meet this need, and at the same time to assist the 
existing organisations in every possible way. 


It proposes to :— 

(1) Raise funds for providing reading matter of the kind 
indicated above for His Majesty’s Forces at home and 
abroad, including the wounded and convalescent and 
the British prisoners of war. 


(2) Procure, by purchase or gift, books of this kind in 
sufficient quantities, and arrange for their distribution 
through the Camps’ Libraries to the various organiza- 
tions and corps. 


(3) Draw up lists of such books required by, or suitable 
for, various types of men. 


The Fighting Forces Book Council is pursuing these objects, 
not only in concert with the above-named organizations, but also 
with the support of the Incorporated Society of Authors, the 
Library Association, the Publishers’ Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, the National Home Reading Union, and other like 
bodies. The Council consists of representatives of almost every 
branch of letters and every side of public life. 


An appeal is therefore now made for funds to carry on its 
work, and we feel sure that we need add nothing to commend 
such an appeal to the public. 
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Contributions forwarded to us or to the London County and 
Westminster Bank, Law Courts Branch, W.C., will be duly acknow- 
ledged. 


I am, Str, Your obedient Servant, 


SEYMOUR HoUusE, E. W. D. WARD, 
17, WATERLOO PLACE, Chairman, Executive Council. 
Lonpon, S.W. 


18th January, 1916. 


THE REGISTRATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS. 


To the Editor of Tae LipRARY WORLD. 


S1r,—The Council of the Library Association discussed at a 
recent meeting a measure for “ the registration of assistant librarians 
for appointments.” This matter vitally affects the interests of all 
assistants, yet, as a member of the Council of the Library Assistants’ 
Association, I am unaware of any reference being made to this 
body upon this important subject. Surely the least the Council 
of the Library Association could do before putting the measure 
forward was to consult the Council of the body most affected by 
the contemplated register. 

The scheme seems to aim at keeping an official record of 
assistants eligible for appointments in order that Library Com- 
mittees may apply to the Honorary Secretary of the Library 
Association for the names of those suitable to fill posts throughout 
the United Kingdom; thus apparently seeking to destroy all 
local influence in the making of appointments, and to substitute 
the worst form of patronage. 

Is it certain that all the names of eligible assistants supplying 
confidential information as to their qualifications to the Honorary 
Secretary of the Library Association (why not the Council of the 
L.A. ?) will be submitted to Library Committees desirous of making 
appointments ? And, if only a selection is to be made, who is to 
make it ? 

It appears to me, the scheme will lend itself to much abuse 
and I am surprised that the Council of the Library Association 
has countenanced it even in its present somewhat modified form. 
It will meet with little or no approval and much opposition from 
assistants, who, as a body, will, I hope, have nothing to do with 
such an extraordinary and unfair proposal. 

I am, Sir, Yours &c., 
Tue University oF Liverpoot, ERIC A. PEPPIETTE. 
University LIBRARY, 
14th January, 1916. 


THE BRITISH 
CIVIL SERVICE. 


Home, Colonial, 
Indian and Diplomatic. 


By FRANCIS GEORGE HEATH. 


Price 3/6 net. 


Every Library requires this work 
for the information of those who 
are thinking of entering the service. 


GRAFTON & Co., 


Coptic House, 8, Coptic Street 
LONDON, W.C. 


| 


DECIMAL 
CLASSIFICATION. 


Edition 9, 1915. 


Revised and enlarged by many new 
notes, heads, and index entries. Index 
in single alphabet of nearly 35,000 heads. 
Tables and index bound together: Cloth 
30/-; full flexible Persian, or Chivers 
duroflexil half niger 35/= plus postage. 
Index alone, cloth 15/=; full Persian 
or Chivers duroflexil 20/= plus postage. 
The tables (450 pp.) will be issued on 
loose leaves of heavy Scotch linen ledger 
at 25/- if 100 copies are subscribed for, 
All prices nett. 


GRAFTON & Co, 


Coptic House, 8, Coptic Street, 
LONDON, W.C. 


The LIBRARY 
MISCELLANY. 


BARODA (INDIA). 


A High-class Illustrated 
Quarterly. 


The first and only Journal of 
its kind in India. 


Indispensable to Libraries, 


Annual Subscription 4s. post free. 


Coptic Series 
for Librarians 


A PRIMER OF 
LIBRARY PRACTICE. 


By GEORGE E. ROEBUCK, Chief 

Librarian, Walthamstow Public Libraries, 

and W. BENSON THORNE, District 

Librarian, Bromley Public Library, Poplar. 
2/6 net. 


CANONS OF 


CLASSIFICATION 


Applied to “‘ The Subject,” ‘‘ The Expan- 
sive,” “ The Decimal,” and “ The Library 
of Congress” Classifications. 

A Study in Bibliographical Classification 
Method by W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 
Chief Librarian, Wallasey Public Libraries. 
2/6 net. 

OTHER VOLUMES IN PREPARATION. 


GRAFTON & Co., 
Coptic House, 8, Coptic St., W.C. 


THE CARD CATALOGUE 


A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR PUBLIC 
C— AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES C4 
BY 
W. C. BERWICK SAYERS 
Croydon Public Libraries. Author of “ The Children’s Library,” etc. 


ann JAMES DOUGLAS STEWART 
Islington Public Libraries. Author of “The Sheaf Catalogue,” “How 
to Use a Library,” etc. Editor of “The English Catalogue of Books.” 
A complete handbook for the preparation of any kind of 
Card Catalogue for any kind of Library. Included also 
are chapterson OTHER LIBRARY USES OF CARDS 


Royal 8vo., about 90 pages with numerous illustrations 
and examples. Art Linen. Price 3s. net. 


GRAFTON & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, W.C. 


BOOK END-PAPERS 


FANCY LININGS AND COVERS. 


A variety of artistic and useful papers always in stock, 
including “Carrara,” “ Sicilian,” Floral and other patterns. 


SPECIAL DESIGNS PREPARED. 
SKETCHES & SUGGESTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Patterns and Prices on application. 


WILLIAM BROWN & Co. Limited, 


36—42, ST. MARY AXE, LONDON, E.C. 


Co. Led., St. Mary Axe, London, E.C., ant 
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